
Level 3: ART 309 & Student Teaching

Watercolor unit plan

Central Focus Our theme or central focus is on ‘meaningful’ places. (Where are they, how do we

capture them in watercolor)

Grade Level Middle School (6-8)

Class Size 10

Time 50 minutes Per Day (4 Synchronous Days, 4 Asynchronous Days)

Class
Demographics

3 girls 7 boys, Regional Alternative School Students

National Visual Arts Standards Addressed
EE = Early Elementary grades K-3  • LE = Late Elementary grades 4-6  • MS = Middle School grades 6-9

EHS = Early High School grades 10-11  • LHS = Late High School grade 12
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VA:Cr2.1.6

Demonstrate openness in trying new ideas, materials, methods, and approaches in making

works of art and design.

Presenting VA:Pr4.1.6 a.

Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation.

Responding 6thVA:Re7.2.6 a.

Analyze ways that visual components and cultural associations suggested by images influence

ideas, emotions, and actions.

Connecting6thVA:Cn10.1.6 a.

Generate a collection of ideas reflecting current interests and concerns that could be

investigated in art making.

Common Core State Standards Addressed
Use http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases

based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of

strategies.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard

English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

UNIT OVERVIEW
Objective: Students can successfully develop a meaningful landscape, still life, or

portrait using watercolors and paper after constructive peer critiques and revisions.

We are teaching this material to introduce students to essential color and watercolor methods

that will be useful as they continue learning to be skilled artists. Also, this unit will allow

students to engage in entry-level analytical thought processes regarding art and art-making.

Forms 2D 3D 4D

Frames Cultural Subjective Structural Postmodern

EE = Early Elementary grades K-3  • LE = Late Elementary grades 4-6  • MS = Middle School grades 6-9

EHS = Early High School grades 10-11  • LHS = Late High School grade 12

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/4/
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Conceptual

Framework

Artwork
Artist Audience

World

Student Prior Knowledge and Conceptions
● What knowledge, skills and concepts must students already know to be successful with this

unit?

Students will need to understand how to navigate in a Google Classroom context to utilize materials.

However, students will be directly taught all the basic color theory and watercolor techniques they will

need to know in order to complete this project.

● What prior knowledge and/or gaps in knowledge do these students have that are necessary to

support the learning of the skills and concepts for this unit?

Students at RAS do not have an art class regularly. This means that many basic art skills and vocab (Color

theory, washes, gradient, etc) will need to be discussed and talked about explicitly.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Students will be engaging in written reflections (ELA skills required) and a plethora of technology use

(padlet, Google Classroom, email, etc). Also, students will be working to develop questions for artist

Dean Mitchell; he will be responding to student inquiries in a remote, asynchronous video context.

Finally, student work will be displayed at the Bloomington Public Library in a small art show/exhibition.

● List at least 2 other disciplines, subjects or content areas this lesson connects to.

ELA (Students must write in complete sentences and engage in vocab acquisition)

Social Studies (discussions of race, inequity, injustice, and social justice)

Computer Class (Is this even a thing anymore? I don’t know. But I do know that these students have gotta

have computer skills)

UNIT OBJECTIVES
As a result of this lesson, students will be able to

Creating:

● Students can successfully develop a completed, meaningful landscape using

watercolors, paper, and (optionally) some sharpies.

EE = Early Elementary grades K-3  • LE = Late Elementary grades 4-6  • MS = Middle School grades 6-9

EHS = Early High School grades 10-11  • LHS = Late High School grade 12
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Presenting:

● Students can arrange their finished painting in Padlet for a small class art show.

Responding:

● Students will write reflections on the process of producing artwork and discuss

how their work reflects their personal feelings and/or experiences.

Connecting:

● Students can brainstorm places that are meaningful to that they could use as

subjects for watercolor landscapes.

TEACHER MATERIALS
● List ALL teacher materials you will

use during this lesson both during

instruction and around the room

Teacher:
● Computer with working

microphone and camera

● Paper

● Watercolor paint

● Masking Tape

● Pencil

● Ruler

● Water

● Paper Towel

● Example artwork

● Be as specific and include as much

detail as you can!

Classroom:
● The room must have a

camera/microphone or all

students will need a

camera/microphone so that we

can see them.

● Windows with light

● Remember to include all

technology tools, photocopies,

posters, images, etc.

General:
● Access to all Google

Classroom assignments

● Unit Calendar

● Wifi access

STUDENT MATERIALS
● List ALL materials students will use

during this lesson both during

instruction and throughout the room

Hardware

● Be as specific and include as much

detail about sizes, etc. as you can!

Software

● Remember to include all

technology tools, photocopies,

posters, images, etc.

Art Materials
EE = Early Elementary grades K-3  • LE = Late Elementary grades 4-6  • MS = Middle School grades 6-9

EHS = Early High School grades 10-11  • LHS = Late High School grade 12
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● Computer/Chromebook with

working camera and

microphone

● Printer

● Digital camera of some kind

● Google Classroom Access

● (Google Docs, Slides, etc)

● Wifi

● Pencil

● Watercolor paper

● Watercolor paint

● Variety of paintbrushes

● Masking tape

● Rulers

● Water

● Paper towels

ARTISTS IN CONTEXT
Key Artists 4 diverse artists

● Dean Mitchell

● Sandra Mendelsohn

● Etel Adnon

● Jane Beata

Key Artworks Artist, Artwork Title, Year (list at least 2) 3 pts

Grandview & Palms, 1989-90, 48" x 84", oil on canvas (Sandra

Mendelsohn)

Winter on Gillham Road 12”x 16” Watercolor (Dean Mitchell) 2016

EE = Early Elementary grades K-3  • LE = Late Elementary grades 4-6  • MS = Middle School grades 6-9

EHS = Early High School grades 10-11  • LHS = Late High School grade 12
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Dean Mitchell “Headed to Jackson Square” 11”x15” Watercolor 2018

Key Critical
Questions

6+  critical questions about key artworks that ground writing and

discussion activities

● Mitchell’s mother told him “He can't make a living as no Black man

selling no pictures”. Why did his mother have this belief? Is this still true

today?

● What things do you want to know from someone like Dean Mitchell?

● How many Black painters can you name? How many White painters?

What does that say to us about the society we live in?

● What things and ideas do you associate with portraits and landscapes?

● What things and ideas do you associate with the images of homes that

are falling apart? What about the architecture in the American South?

VOCABULARY AND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 4pts
Vocabulary Primary colors- Three Primary colors: Red, Yellow, Blue

Secondary colors- Three Secondary Colors: Orange, Green, Violet

Tertiary Colors- Six Tertiary Colors: Red-Orange, Yellow-Orange, Yellow-Green,

Blue-Green, Blue-Violet, Red-Violet. All are formed mixing primary with a

secondary

Gradient- Also known as color transitions, are gradual blending from one color to

another color.

Abstract- Existing in thought or as an idea but not having a physical or concrete

existence.

Realistic- Representing familiar things in a way that is accurate or true to life.

Watercolor- The art of painting with water and colors, especially using a

technique of producing paler colors by diluting rather than by adding white.

Language Functions analyze, compare/contrast, critique, describe, interpret, question, etc.

Language Demands Syntax Discourse

Language Tasks and

Activities

1. Students will interpret artwork by artist Dean Mitchel, and create their own

questions for the artist.

2. Students will create, analyze and describe their thought process as to why they

painted what they chose to paint.

EE = Early Elementary grades K-3  • LE = Late Elementary grades 4-6  • MS = Middle School grades 6-9

EHS = Early High School grades 10-11  • LHS = Late High School grade 12
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Language Supports 1. Students will receive a reflection questions worksheet after creating the color

wheel assignment to further guide in learning the color wheel in its entirety.

2. Students will effectively describe their reasons as to why they chose their

meaningful landscape and write meaningful comments utilizing the guided

prompt worksheet.

SPECIAL PRE-INSTRUCTION PREPARATIONS
● Worksheets/handouts, presentations, grading rubrics all need to be created prior to lessons.

● The Color Wheel, In-Class Worksheets, Artist Dean Mitchel handout, Presentations, other artist

handouts, Google Meeting link, materials.

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR SPECIFIC DIVERSE LEARNERS
Adaptations and Accommodations

● Alternative online format options are made available to students who cannot access a device to

photograph their artworks and will have an in-person instructor with other ways to photograph and

upload their work.

● If students do not have photos ready for printing, they will take a landscape-style photo of a

meaningful place in the school and then print that photo out with the in-person instructor.

● Students who need guidance when deciding or thinking about completing the meaningful landscape

assignment will be provided with “Choosing Your Meaningful Landscape” in-class activity.

● Students who need more guidance on the Color Wheel Activity will be provided with step by step

instructions on where to place each pigment.

● Students will be provided with three different “How To” videos on how to complete assigned

Meaningful Landscape activity for extra support and examples.

Enrichment and Extensions

● In process critiques and classroom discussion will occur during the lesson to provide real time

feedback and guidance.

● Students will be able to share what they like about their work, what they wish they could have done

differently, and converse with their peers.

● Students can view videos provided during the lesson work time or after the lesson to gain more

examples on how to approach the assignment.

Activity for Early Finishers

● Early finishers can view “How To” videos provided on more techniques to enhance the details in their

artwork.

● Early finishers can read and take notes on the artist handouts provided.

OBJECTIVE-DRIVEN ASSESSMENTS
1. Students will verbally describe their thought processes during class discussions and presentations

(Objective 2 and 7).

EE = Early Elementary grades K-3  • LE = Late Elementary grades 4-6  • MS = Middle School grades 6-9

EHS = Early High School grades 10-11  • LHS = Late High School grade 12
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2. Students will complete the assigned worksheets with questions that assess if the students can

interpret and generate meanings (Objective 7).

3. Students will successfully develop a meaningful landscape artwork (Objectives 2).

REFERENCES 3pts
You must have references to books, web pages, films, etc. you used in the development

and execution of your lesson, to allow you to teach the lesson again, or to allow

someone else to teach the lesson.

Use APA style in formatting the reference list.

Mitchell, Dean. “Dean Mitchell Artist.” Dean Mitchell Artist | Watercolor

Artist, 12 Feb. 2021, deanmitchellstudio.com/.

“Dean Mitchell Artwork.” Cutter & Cutter Fine Art,

www.cutterandcutter.com/artist/dean-mitchell/.

“Dean Mitchell Artist Bio.” Dean Mitchell's Marie Brooks Gallery,

mariebrooksgallery.com/dean-mitchell-artist-bio/.

Enwonwu, Oliver. “Dean Mitchell's Affirmation and Projection of Black

Identity: Dean Mitchell Artist.” Dean Mitchell Artist | Watercolor Artist, 4

June 2020, deanmitchellstudio.com/dean-mitchells-affirmation-and-

projection-of-black-identity/.

Kimmelman, Michael. “A Black World Of Ins and Outs.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 26

Apr. 2002,

www.nytimes.com/2002/04/26/arts/art-review-a-black-world-of-ins-and-outs.html.

* Developed and written by (Anastasia Gustafson, Adrienne Linton, and Holly Acree), Art Education, Illinois State University,

2014 *

EE = Early Elementary grades K-3  • LE = Late Elementary grades 4-6  • MS = Middle School grades 6-9

EHS = Early High School grades 10-11  • LHS = Late High School grade 12

http://www.cutterandcutter.com/artist/dean-mitchell/
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Our Calendar (With Hyperlinks)

Synchronous ASynchronous
4/5/21 (Day 1)

1. Complete Get To Know You Form

a. Ask students to complete these forms

prior to the first day of class

2. Teacher & Student Introductions 10 min

3. Introduction To Watercolor Method 20 min

a. Presentation

4. Students complete...20 min

a. Color Wheel Activity

5. Color Wheel Rubric (Formative-Assessment)

6. Students may complete ungraded gradient

exercise (early finishers).

7. Discuss Asynchronous Day 1 expectations

4/8/21 (Asynchronous Day1)

1. Students go through Dean Mitchell

Asynchronous Google Slides Presentation on

their own.

2. Students respond to in-class worksheet. (This

worksheet has the framework questions) and

submit this “in-class”.

3. Students will respond to an ungraded Jamboard

“in-class”.

For homework, students will take 2-4 landscape style

photos of places that are meaningful to them. They will

upload those photos to the “1st Asynchronous Day

Homework" document before class on 4/12.

4/12/21 (Day 2)

1. Students choose their favorite meaningful

landscapes by completing… 15 min

a. Short, in-class activity.

2. Following directions Tracing and Making Our

Landscapes Google Slides, students will…

a. Paste their landscape onto a Google doc,

orient it to be as large as it can be with the

in-class teacher’s help, and print it out

i. If students do not have photos

ready for printing, they will take a

landscape-style photo of a

meaningful place in the school and

then print that photo out with the

in-person instructor. 10 min

3. Students will take their printed photo and trace it

under watercolor paper 30 min

4/15/21 (Asynchronous Day 2)

1. Students will draft questions for Dean Mitchell.

2. Students will take a photo of their draft and

upload it to Google Classroom on this

assignment.

3. Other Landscape Artists slideshow?

4. Students will continue working on paintings by

tracing or beginning the painting process.

4/19/21 (Day 3) 4/22/21 (Asynchronous Day 3)

EE = Early Elementary grades K-3  • LE = Late Elementary grades 4-6  • MS = Middle School grades 6-9

EHS = Early High School grades 10-11  • LHS = Late High School grade 12

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/123GHApNzw_G8884fYQiDj834H8jD3X7bX8d-r7pb2KA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YxUnTOGrwUc6cAbRUBu7WaRkTe_jU4Dq8a2Q1XANLg8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-FBbj4gC_qiaqy9vBaoini7eFGanm-NJVk1hvDKWdf8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h9wNbH1HuSM1UcpQmkNL717nybBKYvMUaNb9P8PsLxU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h9wNbH1HuSM1UcpQmkNL717nybBKYvMUaNb9P8PsLxU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m2k88l-fp1u7QPElDxyJ7l7wmTwWxXaeQ02LkSSM_Lc/edit?usp=sharing
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1jNkpygwA501AZ5jXWreeImZ51SZh5aXUJrgVwJJ3WbY/viewer
https://classroom.google.com/u/4/c/MzA2MTI5MTY2NzI0/a/MzA3MjA0NjE0NTI5/details
https://classroom.google.com/u/4/c/MzA2MTI5MTY2NzI0/a/MzA3MjA0NjE0NTI5/details
https://classroom.google.com/u/0/c/MzA2MTI5MTY2NzI0/a/MzA3MjM0NDA0NDg1/submissions/by-status/and-sort-name/all
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DLrWpIBORg3gCoXUmQwJxYvLLCZ0lM8Pgg7FBLt0fy0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DLrWpIBORg3gCoXUmQwJxYvLLCZ0lM8Pgg7FBLt0fy0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nfP4dHimemLalZfP2DllC7_pvn2f4u23iuRcS6PILeI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nfP4dHimemLalZfP2DllC7_pvn2f4u23iuRcS6PILeI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1L5VcV7Xr3W7_6fesbpMIuMN9xV3Sk0gSJ9bQCQuuLBI/edit#slide=id.gca04394901_0_47
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1. Students will work on completing watercolor

paintings.

2. Students will submit Art Show Interest Form

3. Students will submit Feedback Form

1. Students will submit their final watercolor

paintings to a Google Doc assignment graded

using this rubric.

EE = Early Elementary grades K-3  • LE = Late Elementary grades 4-6  • MS = Middle School grades 6-9

EHS = Early High School grades 10-11  • LHS = Late High School grade 12

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf0HNEk4PNwFESSN8I_pHxw-yPUnrafDCxk47sCwQSKPXCLhg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScf9j2P3tYwXWjA9ICDV6RmctdULcf7WKk9S_1VOdSPbvk42Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BeUTry7-mrZJFNkNSCvPhrPTQUWSBj3gaHRyYyoCDgU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yBidNlG_yqWMlJf34b73pzZy0rBDrgJyLWYwlWansQ0/edit?usp=sharing

